THE  TRADITIONAL   CASE
in London. The year 1610 is taken for permanent
residence in Stratford in order to account for the
later plays; but it will be shown that all the plays
were in existence before 1604. The idea that they
were written currente calamo is thus disposed of by
Mr. Swinburne:
Of all the vulgar errors, the most wanton, the
most wilful, and the most resolutely tenacious of
life is . . . the belief that Shakespeare threw off
Hamlet as an eagle may moult a feather or a fool
may break a jest . . . scene by scene, line for line,
stroke upon stroke, and touch after touch, he went
over all the old laboured ground again.
If we are to be guided by the above opinion,
it would seem incredible that Shakspere of Strat-
ford, whether he retired in 1604 or 1610, could
have been the great dramatist and poet.
The first work published by "Shakespeare/'
Venus and Adonis, appeared in 1593, and Lucrece
the following year. The Sonnets were written
"probably from 1595 to 1599-1600" (Chambers,
p. 73), and according to the latest orthodox view
twenty-eight of the thirty-six Folio plays were
either published or appeared by 1605.
Further, it should be realised that Shakspere of
Stratford was apparently a fully occupied man;
an actor, actor-manager, speculator in malt and
in property, also a money-lender; and, having
(according to Sir S, Lee) inherited his father's
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